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Get kids outdoors?  

ÅWhy should I take my students outdoors? 

 

      It starts with you!!!!!  

 

What do you want your students to leave your 
class with? 



Build a Foundation 

ÅScience foundation to all knowledge 

ÅSparked from curiosity, not memorizing 

ÅOpportunities to explore and question 

ÅTextbooks?  

 

 



Nature?  



Anxiety 

 



Practicality 
ÅMost days in classroom 



Teaching Methods 

ÅInteractive/Interaction 

ÅRelationships/Trust 

ÅJigsaw 

ÅBreak into new groups 

ÅPresentations 

ÅMix it up 

ÅKids teach kids 
ïTo teach is to learn 



Class Pet? Are you crazy?  

ÅStudies show increase classroom engagement 

ÅReduce anxiety 

ÅFeel more comfortable 

ÅResponsibility and respect 



Practical, Yet Creative 

ÅSymbiotic relationships: 

Commensalism +/0 
Parasitism +/- 
Predation +/- 
Mutualism +/+ 
Neutralism 0/0 
Ammensalism -/0 
Competition -/ - 
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Parasitism 



Living Soil?  



Realistic Outdoor Ideas 



Journal 

ÅEducate students on objectives 

ÅGuide and let them go 

ïDraw 

ïWrite 

ïPaint 



Independent Studies 

Å15 day studies? 

ïCollect data 

ÅWhich trees turn first 

ÅSwipe areas for bacteria and grow on agar 

ÅPerch and plant 

ÅMammal populations 

 



Outdoor classrooms 



Nature Photography 

 

 





Un-mowed Areas 



Rotting Logs/Herp Boards 



Special Places 



Nature hikes/exploratory walks 



Scent Stations 



Animal Attractants 

ÅOverripe fruit, stale fruit juice, sweetener 
(sugar, honey), mix spread come back 

 



Bird houses and feeders 



School gardens 


