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1. Your professor gives you an assignment to find 

journal articles about global warming.                    
What should you do?  

(choose one) 

A. Search a library periodicals database for journal 
articles about global warming 

B. Browse the journals in the current periodicals 
section of the library until you come across an 
article about global warming 

C. Search the Library catalog 

D. Use an Internet search engine (such as Google or 
Yahoo) 

 



2. What type of material is the following citation?: 

Katz, Marco. "Salsa Criticism at the Turn of the 
Century: Identity Politics and Authenticity." Popular 

Music and Society 28 (2005): 35-54.  
(choose one) 

A. a book 

B. a journal article 

C. a newspaper article 

D. a music recording 

 



3. Journal articles are often written by 

experts in a specific field. 

True   or   False  ? 



4. How can you tell that you are              

reading a popular magazine? 
(choose one) 

A. There are few, if any, advertisements. 

B. Articles are in-depth and often have a bibliography. 

C. Articles are written for the general public. 

D. Issues are usually published quarterly (4 times a year) 

E. Not Sure 

 



5. The best websites always come up  

first in a search result. 

True   or   False  ? 



6. Which of the following criteria is most 

important when evaluating an Internet 
resource for a research paper? 

(choose one) 

A. How quickly the page loads 

B. Author of the information 

C. Last updated date the website 



7. Which of the following is a characteristic of 

a scholarly journal? 
(choose one) 

A. The presence of glossy photos and advertisements 

B. Articles are written by people from a variety of fields 

C. Footnotes and bibliographies are regularly used to cite 
sources 

D. Topics covered are not confined to one major field of study 



8. 0ÌÁÇÉÁÒÉÓÍ ÉÓ ȣ 

A. including other people's ideas in your paper without 
giving them credit 

B. ÕÓÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÅÌÓÅȭÓ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÒ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÉÎ your paper, but 
not properly citing the source 

C. copying text from a source instead of using your own 
words 

D. all of the above 



9. !Î ÅÎÃÙÃÌÏÐÅÄÉÁȣ  

(choose one) 

A. can give you all possible information on the subject your 
are researching 

B. is useful for getting background and introductory 
information on a topic 

C. should only be consulted after you have looked at other 
resources 

D. never includes a bibliography or a list of additional 
resources for further reading 



10. When evaluating online sources,  

which domain names are  
generally the most credible?  

(choose two) 
A. .org 

B. .gov 

C. .edu 

D. .com 

E. .net 



Based on the questions from the 
quiz, how would you describe 
Ȱinformation literacyȱȩ 

    Information Literacy 



Information Literacy Defined 

AASL definition (1998): Ȱ)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ,ÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ &ÏÒ 
Student ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȱ 

 INFORMATION LITERACY STANDARDS 1 ɀ 3:  
 

The student who is information literate : 

Åaccesses information efficiently and effectively 

Åevaluates information critically and competently 

Åuses information accurately and creatively 

 

 

 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslarchive/pubsarchive/informationpower/InformationLiteracyStandards_final.pdf


Information Literacy Defined 

AASL definition (1998): Ȱ)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ,ÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ &ÏÒ 
3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȱ 

INDEPENDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 4 ɀ 6:  
 

The student who is an independent learner is information literate & : 

Å pursues information related to personal interests 

Å appreciates literature and other creative expressions of 
information 

Å strives for excellence in information seeking and knowledge 
generation 
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Information Literacy Defined 

AASL definition (1998): Ȱ)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ,ÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ &ÏÒ 
3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȱ 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY STANDARDS 7 ɀ 9: 
 

The student who contributes positively to the learning community 
and to society is information literate &: 

Å recognizes the importance of information to a democratic society 

Å practices ethical behavior in regard to information and 
information technology 

Å participates effectively in groups to pursue and generate 
information 
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Information Literacy Defined 

ACRL definition (2000): 

 

Information literacy is a set of abilities requiring 
individuals to "recognize when information is needed 
and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use 
effectively the needed information." 

 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/standards/standards.pdf


Information Literacy Defined 

ACRL definition (2000):  Ȱ)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ,ÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ 
Competency Standards for Higher %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȱ 

 

Standard One: 

Ȱ4ÈÅ information literate student determines the 
nature and extent of the information neededȢȱ 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/standards/standards.pdf


Information Literacy Defined 

ACRL definition (2000):  Ȱ)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ,ÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ 
Competency Standards for Higher %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȱ 

 

Standard Two: 

Ȱ4ÈÅ information literate student accesses needed 
information effectively and efficientlyȢȱ 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/standards/standards.pdf


Information Literacy Defined 

ACRL definition (2000):  Ȱ)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ,ÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ 
Competency Standards for Higher %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȱ 

 

Standard Three: 

Ȱ4ÈÅ information literate student evaluates 
information and its sources critically and incorporates 
selected information into his or her knowledge base 
and value systemȢȱ 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/standards/standards.pdf


Information Literacy Defined 

ACRL definition (2000):  Ȱ)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ,ÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ 
Competency Standards for Higher %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȱ 

 

Standard Four: 

Ȱ4ÈÅ information literate student, individually or as a 
member of a group, uses information effectively to 
accomplish a specific purposeȢȱ 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/standards/standards.pdf


Information Literacy Defined 

ACRL definition (2000):  Ȱ)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ,ÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ 
Competency Standards for Higher %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȱ 

 

Standard Five: 

Ȱ4ÈÅ information literate student understands many 
of the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding 
the use of information and accesses and uses 
information ethically and legallyȢȱ 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/standards/standards.pdf


Why Information Literacy is importanté 

.ÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔÉÁÔÉÎÇ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ȰÇÏÏÄȱ ÏÒ ȰÂÁÄȱ 
information ɀ but also teaches: 

ÅHow to determine what information is appropriate 

ÅWhen to use different sources 

ÅHow to use information responsibly  

ÅLearn how to access the best quality information 

ïquickly  

ïeffectively 



The transition from high school to college 

Faculty expectations of first-year students: 

Å Have information-finding and basic Internet research skills 

Å Research skills ɀ including the ability to conduct disciplined, 
planned inquiry 

Å Provide analysis of data, information, and ideas 

Å Evaluation skills 

Å Judgment skills, including the ability to gather evidence in 
support of judgment and postpone judgment 

Å Synthesis skills 

Å Be independent and have the will and ability to work alone, 
drawing freely upon helpful resources 



The transition from high school to college 

Student challenges/barriers : 

ÅMisunderstanding or low awareness of plagiarism  

Å Naiveté regarding Internet resources and online plagiarism 

Å Unaware of how search engines (e.g. Google) work 

Å0ÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 'ÏÏÇÌÅ ÁÓ ȰÔÈÅȱ )ÎÔÅÒÎÅÔ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÁ×ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ 
beyond the free web 

Å Using the Internet informally versus using the Internet as a 
scholar 

Å Conduct research primarily according to ease of access and 
convenience 

Å5ÎÅÁÓÙ ÏÆ 7ÉËÉÐÅÄÉÁȣ ÂÕÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ×ÈÙ 



Ecoliteracy 

Group brainstorming activity: 
 
7ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ Ȱecoliteracyȱ ÏÒ 
Ȱenvironmental literacyȱ ÍÅÁÎȩ 



Ecoliteracy Defined 

Ȱ%ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ ÉÓ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÅ 
capacity to perceive and interpret the relative 
health of environmental systems and take 
appropriate action to maintain, restore, or 
ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓȢȱ 

 

Dr. Nancy Coppola 

New Jersey Institute of Technology 



Ecoliteracy Defined 

Ȱ&ÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 
capacity to use fundamental environmental 
knowledge, concepts, and thinking skills to 
formulate action positions on particular 
ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒȢȱ 

 

Dr. Nancy Coppola 

New Jersey Institute of Technology 



Ecoliteracy Defined 

Nominal environmental literacy:  

ȰÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓÉÃ ÔÅÒÍÓ ÕÓÅÄ 
in communicating about the environment and to 
provide a rough, if unsophisticated working 
ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇÓȢȱ 

(Roth 1991 pages 43-44) 



Ecoliteracy Defined 

Functional environmental literacy:  

ȰÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÆÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ 
knowledge, concepts, and thinking skills to 
formulate action positions on particular 
ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒȢȱ 

(Roth 1991 pages 43-44) 



Ecoliteracy Defined 

Operational environmental literacy:  

ȰÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒÌÙ ÐÅÒÃÅÉÖÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȟ ÇÁÔÈÅÒ 
and evaluate pertinent information, examine and choose 
among alternatives, and take action positions and actions that 
work to sustain or schemes that form the foundation of 
environmental knowledge, how they were arrived at, why they 
are widely accepted, how we make order from a random 
universe along with the elements of proper questioning, 
analytical and deductive reasoning, logical thought process, 
ÁÎÄ ÒÅÌÉÁÎÃÅ ÕÐÏÎ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÁÌÙÓÉÓȢȱ 

(Roth 1991 pages 43-44) 



Incorporating Information Literacy and 
Ecoliteracy in the classroom 

Å3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ Χ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ%ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ ÆÏÒ 
+ÁÎÓÁÓȱ 

Å Information literacy is the foundation of environmental 
literacy 

ÅDo not need the Internet to teach Information Literacy 

Å Incorporate information literacy principles into 
assignments; or employ as separate activities 
Å.Å×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ ÃÌÉÐÐÉÎÇÓȟ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙÉÎÇ ÃÉÔÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÅÔÃȣ 

ÅTRAILS (http://www.trails -9.org/) 

ÅCollaborate with school and academic librarians! 

http://www.trails-9.org/
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The following slides depict scanned 
examples of a popular magazine (National 
Geographic), a trade publication 
(EcoTextile), and a scholarly journal 
(Environmental Ethics). 
 
These can be used to demonstrate and 
discuss the differences between such 
resources. 

Evaluating Sources Example 
















