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Thank you from Schaneeõ Anderson, KACEE Board President 
 
It is hard to believe KACEE is now starting its 41st year.  2009 started on a high note with the Governorõs executive order to  
create the Kansas Coalition for Children in Nature!  We continue to see the Green Schools program grow, have taken on    
national leadership roles with the No Child Left Inside initiative, and watch as KACEEõs environmental education workshops  
continue to diversify to meet the needs of Kansans.  Your presence tonight as those who support quality, non-biased,            
science-based conservation and environmental education means so much to those who work in the environmental education 
community. 

It is such a joyous occasion that we can come together to celebrate the outstanding environmental education leaders in       
Kansas.  I am very proud to say we had an amazing number of high quality nominations for this yearõs awards.  Itõs just one    
testimonial to the excellent environmental education work happening in Kansas. 

Without the help of two entities this eveningõs events would not be successful:  the 2010 Awards Celebration Committee and all 
of you who so generously donated items to the auctions.   The money raised by the auctions will go directly to support KACEEõs 
environmental education endeavors. 

I encourage you to join us in Salina on November 5 and 6 for the Kansas Environmental Education Conference. You can find 
out more information about the Conference as well as other programs by visiting www.kacee.org.  If you have not been to the 
web site lately, it has taken on a wonderful new user friendly identity.  While you are there, take a moment to make a donation 
to one of KACEEõs endowment accounts.  Donations to the endowments will ensure the financial success of the organizations for 
the next 40 years. 

Thank you again for your continued support of KACEE and our activities.  We hope that tonightõs events will recharge your  
commitment and enthusiasm for environmental education. 

Fondly,                                                                                                                                                              
Schane® Anderson                                              

KACEE Board President 

Awards Celebration Committee  



John K. Strickler Award for Excellence in Conservation and Environmental Education 
Brad Loveless 

As Manager of Westar Energyõs Biology and Conservation Programs, Brad Loveless has provided untold hours of 
service in support of environmental projects across the state.  Through the work of the Westar Green Team,  
numerous schools and communities have experienced new outdoor classrooms, wildlife habitat areas, river access 
points, and wind turbine sites.  Brad also serves on KACEEõs Board of Directors and has served as its President.  
 
 
Brad Loveless  
Westar Energy  
P.O. Box 889  
Topeka, KS  66601 -0889  
785 -575 -8115  
Brad.Loveless@westarenergy.com  
  
 
 
 
 

 

The Strickler Award honors the lifetime achievements, contributions, and leadership of individuals in the conservation and  
environmental education field.  Nominees must be current KACEE members with a minimum of five yearsõ involvement 
in the field of EE, and have made and continue to make significant contributions to EE in Kansas.  The award is named 
after John K. Strickler, one of the founders and the first executive director of KACEE. 

KACEE Awards recognize the outstanding achievements and leadership of individuals and organizations in the field of  
conservation and environmental education.  The nominee must have a minimum of five yearsõ involvement in the field of 
EE, and be known for outstanding action, contribution, and leadership supporting EE in Kansas.  KACEE Awards may 
be presented in several categories. 

KACEE Award for Excellence in Conservation and Environmental Education 
PreK-16 Education  
Matt Krehbiel 
 
 
 
 
 
At Junction City High School, science and biology teacher Matt Krehbiel has a philosophy of education rooted in 
teaching students how to think.  He is dedicated to helping  students establish a connection to the natural world 
through involving them in maintaining the high school prairie and  native plant demonstration area.  He has also 
compiled a textbook of local ecological content and field research protocols. 
 
Matt Krehbiel  
Junction City High School  
MattKrehbiel@usd475.org  



KACEE Award for Excellence in Conservation and Environmental Education 
PreK-16 Education  
George Potts 

Since the 1970s, George Potts has been active in environmental education and KACEE, serving on its board and as 
President.  From higher education at Friends University to K-12 science teaching in the Wichita School District, 
George has been an inspiration to many students who have gone on to natural resource careers.  He has also 
served as OWLS Coordinator for Kansas Wildlife & Parks and helped develop more than 200 OWLS sites across 
Kansas.  

 
George Potts  
Friends University  
2100 W. University Ave.  
Wichita, KS  67213  
gpotts@eaglecom.net  

 
 
 
 
 

KACEE Award for Excellence in Conservation and Environmental Education 
Community and Non-Profit 
E.A.R.T.H. (Earth Awareness Researchers for Tomorrowõs Habitat) 

E.A.R.T.H. was formed in 1998 to work with middle school curriculum directors to provide these students with  
innovative, experiential learning opportunities that highlight natural resources and encourage them to become wise 
stewards of their environment.  The program began in Wichita and now encompasses 19 counties in Kansas.  Each 
year, the E.A.R.T.H. steering committee, workshop presenters, and volunteers allocate more than 10,700 hours to 
the program. 
 

 

Dane Baxa  
E.A.R.T.H. 
7001 W. 21st St. North  
Wichita, KS  67205  
316 -660 -0100  
dbaxa@ksu.edu  

KACEE Awards recognize the outstanding achievements and leadership of individuals and organizations in the field of  
conservation and environmental education.  The nominee must have a minimum of five yearsõ involvement in the field of 
EE, and be known for outstanding action, contribution, and leadership supporting EE in Kansas.  KACEE Awards may 
be presented in several categories. 

KACEE Awards recognize the outstanding achievements and leadership of individuals and organizations in the field of  
conservation and environmental education.  The nominee must have a minimum of five yearsõ involvement in the field of 
EE, and be known for outstanding action, contribution, and leadership supporting EE in Kansas.  KACEE Awards may 
be presented in several categories. 



KACEE Award for Excellence in Conservation and Environmental Education 
Community and Non-Profit 
Friends of the Kaw, Inc. 

Friends of the Kaw is a grassroots organization whose mission is to protect and preserve the Kansas River.  Its  
website hosts the Kansas River Atlas, a watershed-based, interactive tool that delivers information about the river.  
The website also provides information about cultural and historic sites along the river and lesson plans for teachers.  
The group hosts Sandbar Schools for 4th graders that emphasize river stewardship and water safety, as well as  
educational float trips for teachers. 
 
Laura Calwell, Kansas Riverkeeper  
Friends of the Kaw, Inc.  
P.O. Box 1612  
Lawrence, KS  66044  
785 -312 -7200  
riverkeeper@kansasriver.org  

 
 
 
 
 

KACEE Awards recognize the outstanding achievements and leadership of individuals and organizations in the field of  
conservation and environmental education.  The nominee must have a minimum of five yearsõ involvement in the field of 
EE, and be known for outstanding action, contribution, and leadership supporting EE in Kansas.  KACEE Awards may 
be presented in several categories. 

Rising Star Award for Excellence in Conservation and Environmental Education 
Delia Lister 

Delia Lister is well-known to schools in the Pittsburg area and four-state region as the director of Pittsburg State  
Universityõs Nature Reach Program.  This outreach program teaches about the natural history of the area, as well as 
local and global environmental issues.  She also cares for raptors at the PSU Natural History Reserve.  Delia teaches 
biology at PSU and serves as President of the Sperry-Galligar Audubon Society, and has made numerous  
presentations at KACEE conferences and workshops.  
 
Delia Lister  
Pittsburg State University  
Dept. of Biology  
Pittsburg, KS  66762  
620 -235 -4727  
dalister@pittstate.edu  

The Rising Star Award honors individuals with seven or fewer years of service in the environmental education field, and 
who are already making an impact. 



Kansas Green School of the Year Award 
Centre Elementary School, Lost Springs USD 397 

Students have led the charge toward going ògreenó at Centre Elementary.  Four Green Teams collect the recyclables 
each week at the school.  The Teams also present skits and assemblies to students about recycling.  As a result of 
their efforts, more households are also recycling.  The school has eliminated Styrofoam in the kitchens and planted a 
school garden.  The produce is eaten in the lunchroom.  Students tend a worm farm at the school, and have created 
a short video that was shared with another elementary school to help it begin worm farming. 
 
Centre Elementary School  
Lost Springs USD 397  
250 South Berry  
Lost Springs, KS  66859  
785 -983 -4304  
jkemble@usd397.com  

 
 
 
 
 

The Kansas Green School of the Year Award is given to schools showing innovation, leadership, and outstanding  
environmental stewardship, in addition to incorporating environmental education into their school curriculum.  The Award 
was new in 2009, and is co-sponsored by KACEE and the Kansas Department of Health and Environment. 

Kansas Green School of the Year Award 
Clifton-Clyde High School, USD 224 

Environmental education efforts at Clifton-Clyde High School have taken multiple directions:  classroom curriculum, 
environmental projects, and community involvement.  The school has erected a wind turbine to power halogen lights 
for a hydroponic watering system.  Solar panels power outdoor lights and a water pump for a native flower garden.  
Students held a òWind Energy Dayó to educate the community about their projects, and are in the process of con-
structing a greenhouse and planting a community garden.  A composting program is also in the works. 
 
Clifton -Clyde High School, USD 224  
P.O. Box A  
Clifton, KS  66937  
785 -455 -3313  
bpekarek@usd224.com  
ckeim@usd224.com  

The Kansas Green School of the Year Award is given to schools showing innovation, leadership, and outstanding  
environmental stewardship, in addition to incorporating environmental education into their school curriculum.  The Award 
was new in 2009, and is co-sponsored by KACEE and the Kansas Department of Health and Environment. 



Kansas Green School of the Year Award 
Goddard High School 

Renewing studentsõ relationships with Kansas ecosystems and the landscape through restoration, reconnection, and 
reflection is the theme of Goddard High Schoolõs ògreenó efforts.  Students have developed a native prairie  
demonstration area in a renovated section of the schoolõs OWLS site near their pond.  A wind turbine powers a 
pond aerator, helping to keep the water clean.  Environmental education is cross-curricular at the school, with arts 
projects ongoing throughout the year.  The OWLS site supports instructional objectives and is also used by the  
community. 

 
Goddard High School  
2500 S. 199th St. West  
Goddard, KS  67217  
316 -794 -4100  
dscribner@goddardusd.com  

 

The Kansas Green School of the Year Award is given to schools showing innovation, leadership, and outstanding  
environmental stewardship, in addition to incorporating environmental education into their school curriculum.  The Award 
was new in 2009, and is co-sponsored by KACEE and the Kansas Department of Health and Environment. 

Excellence in Conservation & Environmental Education  
Awards Celebration Events:  

(tentative schedule) 
 

 6:30 pm   Doors Open  
 
 6:30-10:00 pm  Cocktails & Buffet-style Hors dõ Oeuvres  
  
 7:00 pm   Silent Auction Begins 
 
 7:30 pm   Awards Presentation 
 
 8:00 pm   Live Auction Begins 
 
 9:00 pm   Silent Auction Ends 
 
 9:30-10:00 pm  Music and Mingling 
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A big thank you to all who donated auction items 
 

Save the Date  
 

KANSAS GREEN SCHOOLS CONFERENCE 

Green Schools from the Ground Up 
Friday, July 30, 2010 

Clifton-Clyde High School ~ Clyde, Kansas 
Pre-Conference Workshop ~ Thursday, July 29, 2010 

For more information, visit www.kansasgreenschools.org 
 
 
 
 

   KANSAS ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE  
November 5 & 6, 2010 

Holiday Inn & Convention Center ~ Salina, Kansas 
Pre-Conference Workshop ~ November 4, 2010 

For more information, visit www.kacee.org 
 


